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This study—in its focus on the words 
of Jesus as recorded in the gospels—
challenges us to note how Jesus’ 
teachings repeat, emphasize, and 
build on Old Testament themes while 
addressing the real-world concerns 
of his audience. In addition, we’ll 
consider each week how members 
of the early church understood Jesus’ 
words, seeking to live faithfully in 
harmony with the Holy Spirit whom 
we trust has always been at work, 
remains at work, and will always 
be at work in the church and in us. 
Jesus’ words were for the people 
of his day, but they are also for us. 
Right where we are. Today.

The first four lessons in our 
study tell about the value of God’s 
wisdom. Full of grace, love, and 
wholeness, God’s knowledge is 
beyond even our deepest truths. 
Gaining such understanding is 
worth any price we might possibly 
pay. Lesson 1 discusses the way God 
reveals the Divine self to us. In lesson 
2, we explore the wholeness of 
God’s community where everyone 
is welcome. Then in lesson 3 learn 
why Jesus often taught Kingdom 
truth in the form of parables. Lesson 
4 encourages us to count the cost of 
following Jesus and living into these 
truths.

In Unit 2, we see that loving 
actions flow out of loving hearts. God 
does not seek “righteous action” 
alone. Starting with the feeding of 
the five thousand, Jesus cares for 
our needs, setting an example of 
generosity, despite our perceived 
limitations. We then consider ways 
Jesus sustains and grows us, inwardly 
and outwardly, and teaches us to 
love all people as our brothers and 
sisters.

In Unit 3, we focus on the theme 
of seeing as God sees. In lesson 9, 
Jesus reproves Peter for having his 
mind on the things of the world 
and not the things of God. This is 
carried further in lesson 10 when 
Jesus explains what true greatness is: 
a humble and trusting heart. Jesus 
then puts this heart into practice in 
lessons 11, 12, and 13, as he teaches 
about relationships, with one who 
sins against us, with those to whom 
we are close, and with those who are 
in need.

—Cleta Crisman

Learning to Live
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March 4, 2018
Knowing God

Matthew 11:25–30; Psalm 19:1–4;  
1 Corinthians 1:26–2:5

Knowing God
 � Study Goals
Consider ways in which Jesus reveals who God is to the humble in 
heart, as God invites us into loving relationship.

• Discuss what it means for Jesus and the Father to be in relationship 
and for us to be invited into that same relationship. 

• Explore how the heavens and nature continuously speak forth who 
God is, God’s wisdom, and God’s glory—reminding us of God’s call 
to be in relationship with every person. 

• Understand why God chooses the foolish, weak, despised, and 
unknown things and people of this world to teach us who God is.

 � Opening Activity
Bring pictures of glorious sunsets, sunrises, clouds, and night skies. Pass 
them out and invite the group to share what these pictures reveal about 
God.
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 � Illuminate Matthew 11:25–30

Matthew 11 marks a shift in Jesus’ focus as a result of increasing 
opposition. He begins to spend more time with his disciples, training 
them not just in behavior, but also in attitudes behind their actions. He 
is more straightforward in some of his teaching, such as his words in 
verses 25–27.

Though the majority of his miracles took place in the area around 
Capernaum, Chorazin, and Bethsaida, the people there were the least 
responsive. His words in verse 25 follow his rebuke of those cities for 
not believing in him in spite of the divine power he had displayed in 
their presence. Verse 25 is a shocking reversal of values in his culture—
suddenly it is not the wise, the intellectual, and the educated who hold 
all the answers. No, God has allowed their arrogance to blind them 
to the simple truths of the gospel: God’s greatness, God’s love, and 
God’s forgiveness, even for the imperfect. Those who seem foolish in 
the eyes of their world are the ones who got the message that Jesus 
offered. In those days, the ones who had the knowledge held the keys 
to righteousness, synonymous with pleasing God.

In verses 28–30, Jesus invites his hearers to give up on the impossible 
demands of the law, which are such a heavy burden. The religious 
leaders were accused of putting unbearable burdens on the people, 
rather than having compassion and seeking to ease the burdens of their 
fellow Jews (Matthew 23:4). But Jesus declares that his burden is light. 
He has called us to love God and to love others without the spirit-
numbing shame of trying to be good enough for God.



Christ as Present Teacher /1c
March 4, 2018
Knowing God

 � Illuminate Psalm 19:1–4

In contrast to Jesus’ words in Matthew 11:25 about God hiding truth 
from the wise, the psalmist observes that the sky is filled with revelation 
of God’s glory, revealing the Craftsman behind creation. All day, humans 
are surrounded by God’s work, revealing God’s nature, and God’s love 
of beauty. Sunlight reveals truth as it highlights the richness of our 
world. The moon and stars at night also reveal that we are not alone 
in the universe: planets, stars, and comets in their predictability offer 
guidance and hope. Were our sky completely dark, we would assume 
that there was nothing—no one—out there. But even the nighttime 
offers knowledge of God who is sovereign over all.

Throughout time, anyone who has wanted to speak to a group has 
had to consider acoustics, trying to speak so that the greatest number 
of people could hear. In the early 1730s, George Whitefield, an English 
preacher in America, is said to have had such an amazing voice that he 
could be heard as far as a mile away when he spoke. His friend Benjamin 
Franklin actually tried to measure how many people could hear him in 
one setting, and decided up to thirty thousand was possible.

Yet the psalmist reminds us that the skies—both daytime and night 
skies—declare God’s glory to every person throughout all the earth to 
the end of the world, without speech or words or any audible sound. 
Every person, wise or foolish, knowledgeable or ignorant, adult or child 
can experience the glory and truth of our Creator in the world around 
us.



1d\
ILLUMINATE • Study Guide
Christ as Present Teacher 

March 4, 2018
Learning to Live

 � Illuminate 1 Corinthians 1:26–2:5

In this section, we hear the words of Paul echoing Jesus’ statement 
that God has honored the weak and poor and uneducated with 
understanding of deep spiritual truth. This is to prove that it comes 
from God, not from lofty human thoughts or reasoning. Consider that 
Jesus was born in a stable to a poor couple, and the first to be told were 
lowly shepherds. After that came the wise men. In calling his disciples, 
Jesus followed that same pattern. God seems to delight in proving truth 
through unlikely means, using unlikely people.

Some of Jesus’ followers may have become prideful of the power 
in their spiritual gifts or their position among believers. Paul reminds 
them that they were not chosen because of what they had done or how 
gifted they were, but by the grace of God.

This section ends with the first five verses of chapter 2 where 
Paul uses himself as an example of weakness, foolishness, fear, and 
incompetence. His confidence is in the Spirit of God and in the power 
of the truth, the gospel of Jesus Christ.

As one of the educated, Paul had good cause to boast (Philippians 
3:1–11). But Paul refuses to rest on his laurels or claim greater value 
because of his earthly credentials. Nor does he expect to be treated 
as more worthy because of his sufferings for Christ (2 Corinthians 
11:16–31). He recognizes that a humble heart and mind are the most 
Christ-like, and the only posture that God will honor and bless. Pride, 
self-righteousness, and arrogance are an affront to God and a barrier to 
our intimacy with God.

 � Living It Out Together

Reflect on the high value of intelligence, knowledge, and wisdom. 
These are gifts from God. Then discuss the wonder that even if we 
are less than brilliant, ignorant about some things (we are all ignorant 
about something), and short on wisdom, we can still be strong and 
powerful in God’s kingdom. Praise God in prayer for revealing truth to 
all who are willing to receive it.




